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Mother Jones Hillary Clinton has expressed a
willingness to back a government crackdown on the
leaks of classified information to the press. At least, she
said she had back in March, while the diplomatic cables
were still under wraps. But when her former right-hand
woman at State, Ann Marie Slaughter, published a op-ed
on Sunday for The Washington Post’s “On Faith”
section, soliciting the president to order his “chief legal
officer and top national security adviser to establish an
independent commission to investigate whether
classified information was illegally released to The Post

page 2/8



by members of the intelligence community,” Clinton’s
staff declined to comment, according to Mother Jones
reporter Kevin Gosztola. Gosztola wrote Monday that
Clinton’s staff told him that “there was no change on the
record from her remarks three months ago.” Gosztola
adds that, “Clinton aides would not deny she had said
these words, or that they were now considered
actionable.” He says aides have asked him not to publish
such accounts in the future, “even if they were true.”
The Post’s editorial board first reported the story, even
though Slaughter’s op-ed did not specifically call out the
paper by name, and even though the story didn’t go into
great detail about the precise circumstances of the
Obama administration’s demand for an independent
investigation into the leaks. Gosztola’s story was the first
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that did—and more than a year after the fact, at that.
The flurry of news stories that has followed the
leaks—both from the Post and elsewhere—has raised
questions about the effectiveness of current leak
investigations. The Associated Press found that while
the administration had pursued investigations of some of
the leaks, those investigations had in many cases ended
in no charges and with the Justice Department indicating
that 1t didn’t think it had jurisdiction. (Last week, a
secret-service agent who works 1n the West Wing was
arrested for allegedly leaking classified material to the
Post.) Leak investigations have also stoked controversy
and sparked protests.
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